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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Advent begins, as always, with the story of Palm Sunday; because Advent is all about the news 

that Jesus is about to arrive. We should give Advent its due, by the way, because Advent is kind of like 
the perfectly fine girl who has a glamorous sister named Christmas, so Advent always gets overlooked 
and nobody ever asks her to dance. All sorts of awful boyfriends start lining up to court Christmas as 
early as October, sending out sales emails and setting up fake trees to catch attention; and meanwhile 
nobody ever sings that it would be great if we had a little bit more Advent all year round. But Advent has 
heft and depth, in some ways more than Christmas. After all, Christmas focuses on one moment in 
history – albeit an important one, the birth of Christ. Advent spans time, announcing that that same 
Christ has come, He visits even now, and Christ is coming again in glory.  

 
Still, Advent gets pushed aside and nearly forgotten as people stampede towards Christmas, 

preoccupied with all of their preparations for December 25. So maybe it’s entirely fitting that Advent 
begins with this gospel lesson from Mark 11; because when Mark tells the story of Palm Sunday – the 
Triumphal Entry, the start of Holy Week leading up to the cross and Easter Sunday, the day when crowds 
take to the streets to declare the Messiah has come, over half the text is taken up by preparations, by 
the apparent snag that the Lord needs to borrow a donkey.  

 
Mark’s gospel is by far the shortest. Some of the gospel readings for the upcoming year are only 

a couple of verses long because he’s not one to waste words. But here, for his account of Palm Sunday, 
you have Jesus saying to two of His disciples, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you 
enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” Then you 
get to hear how the disciples go and find the colt, how people ask, “Why are you doing this?”, and how 
they say what Jesus said and then bring the colt to Jesus. This donkey gets more airtime in Scripture 
than some of the 12 disciples. 

 
Why does the story go this way? Why does Jesus need to borrow a donkey? Because He’s said 

so. 
 
He’s said so for a long time, since the time of Zechariah: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). So 
that Jerusalem might be sure that He’s indeed the Messiah, says the prophet, look for the King on a 
donkey, giving righteousness and salvation. 

 
In other words, Jesus needs a donkey for you. He ties Himself to that colt in the Old and New 

Testaments as one more assurance, one more prophecy fulfilled, that your King has come.  
 
In fact, Jesus does the same thing, in a small way, for the two disciples that He sends. He tells 

them what they’ll find and what people will say before He sends them, and it happens just as He has 
said.  

 
And true to that Zechariah prophecy, Zion rejoices. As Jesus keeps His promise and arrives to 

save, the people of Jerusalem respond by praying Scripture back to Him. They pray Psalm 118:25-26: 
“Hosanna – save us now! …Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” Do they know all of what 



they say? It’s a psalm about a sacrificial offering. It’s a psalm that declares, “The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (Ps. 118:22-
23) It’s the psalm that declares of the one sacrificed, “I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the 
deeds of the Lord (Ps. 118:17). It’s a psalm that begins and ends triumphantly, “Oh give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever” (Ps 118:29). The Messiah comes to His people and 
His people rejoice. Not a bad kick-off for a new church year. 

 
In this brief text, then, you get it all: the Lord’s coming, His suffering and death for your sin, and 

His resurrection and victory over sin, death and devil. It’s all here, and it’s told in way so that the people 
might be sure that, whatever happens in the following days, it’s all been foretold. It’s all according to 
plan.  

 
And if, say, even the disciples should panic and forget the plan, go running off to hide when 

Jesus wins eternal life for them on the cross, He’ll still go about winning eternal life for them on the cross 
because that’s been the plan all along.  

 
As Advent begins, let me assure you: all of this is going according to plan. It’s been a rocky, 

rough-and-tumble year that I would rather not repeat, and many are led into doubt that the Lord still 
cares, what with all that is going on. But show me one event in the past twelve months that contradicts 
the Word of God, that argues that He no longer rules over all things. When there is trouble and violence, 
this only confirms what the Bible says about what happens in a world that is cursed by sin. When there is 
pestilence, this only says we’re still advancing towards the Lord’s return in glory. When people turn out to 
be sinners who disappoint, they are clearly verifying what Scripture says about human nature. And when 
there is good and mercy and grace, it only confirms that this world is not God-forsaken.  

 
Now, I’m quite sure that this year has not gone according to your plans: if this year is the result 

of your planning, then I would like to have a word with you. But there is nothing that has happened that 
says that the Lord is not still at work, still fulfilling His Word, still faithfully creating, preserving and 
orchestrating all things towards an epic conclusion on the Last Day.  

 
So I say this Advent greeting to you: “Behold, your King is coming to you, righteous and having 

salvation.”  
 
He has come already, and the miracle of the Incarnation should never stop making us marvel. 

Rather than just staying safe in heaven and leaving us to our own failing devices, the Lord invaded our 
time and space, making our story His story. He became flesh, He spoke the truth, He bore the sins of all 
and He meekly submitted to death on the cross. He rose again three days later. That was His path to the 
throne, to ruling over all things now. He has come and live and died so that He might not reign as a holy 
judge who must condemn all as guilty; but as a merciful king who desires to give gifts, to cleanse you of 
sin and give you everlasting life. Were it not for Jesus’ sacrifice, you would live without hope at all, if you 
had life at all. But Christ has come and died and is risen again! So you live with hope. 

 
He who has come, comes to you now. He is not content to remain in heaven and wait for the 

Last Day. As a bridegroom might keep visiting his fiancée throughout the time of the engagement, the 
Lord visits you. He doesn’t do so just to check up and make sure you’re behaving responsibly, or to warn 
you that you’d better shape up or else the wedding’s off. He visits to forgive your sins, to strengthen your 
faith, and to keep reminding you that troubles end but eternal life is yours. You know where to find Him: 
in His means of grace. And if you find yourself sometimes wondering what sort of almighty God would 
choose to visit in words and water, bread and wine, you say, “The same almighty God who chose to 
pause and borrow a donkey to ride into Jerusalem. He works through means so that we might be sure 
where He is found, so I’m going to point at His Word and sacraments and say, ‘Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’” In fact, that’s literally what you say every time you sing the Sanctus just before 
Holy Communion.  



 
Because Christ has come to redeem you by His death, and because He keeps coming to hand out 

grace and salvation, you live in hope – not fear – that He is coming again. Don’t take that for granted – 
never take that for granted. A sizeable slice of the world population lives either thinking that this life ends 
in nothing or God’s wrath, both of which are going to add despair to all of their days. Not you, though: 
you know that troubles end, but you have eternal life where all sorrows are former things that have 
passed away. It’s why saying the Creed isn’t a chore, but a joy: I mean, how cool is it to be in the room 
with a bunch of other people, brothers and sisters in Christ, who together are saying, “We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come”? 

 
Christmas is only 26 days away, but don’t rush through the season. Enjoy the message of 

Advent, for it spans yesterday and today and forever, long after the 12 days of Christmas are done. 
Behold, your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 


